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LEIGHTON is cementing its p
tion as a wholesale competitor to
Telstra, with subsidiary Nextgen
signing commercial contracts to
sell services on a 6000-kilometre
government- funded flhre opt1c
highway. :

‘The construction company is
also eyeing a role in the interna-
tional telco market, with plar'l's to
build an under-sea fibre-optic cable
from Perth to Singapore.

But with more than 100 points of
interconnect already built into
Nextgen's regional fibre network; it
increases pressure on the compet[-
tion watchdog to reject NBN Co's
advice to the government to install : Sy
just 14 exchanges on the broadband 2
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Meanwhzle, Commumcatmns- oo / / 5 : e S
Minister Stephen Conroy will re- = f o e Yot | BRUAD BAND
introduce a bill to amend competi- : G S . ket s : e
tion and telecommunications laws @ SepLemuel T A AND WH EN
to accommodate NBN Co into the i s ] i
industry to the Senate on Wednes-
day.

The minister last week said both
the Liberal Party and Family First

g_wemment had just paid it to build.
~ NextGen was paid $250 million
to build and operate the backhaul

- The managin:
tqns telecomm, B

senator Steve Fielding now sup-
ported the bill.

Reducing the number of
exchanges from the current 5000 to
14 would make thousands of kilo-
metres of privately owned fibre-
optic cables running between
exchanges in outer suburban and
regional towns useless. The

actual fact we have a number of

network for five years, which will be
owned by and form part of NBN
Co's network.

Nextgen is planning an under-
sea cable from Perth to Singapore,
which could link up with Australia's
east coast and then send traffic to
the US, providing an alternative
route to the earthquake-prone Tai-

wan Strait for international internet

Los p
ated in capital cmes, would strand
pensation if these plans go ahead. Mr McGrath said. the backhaul assets that the traffic.

industry is already calling for com-  points of interconnect . . . over 100,”




